» Pf . 


4 ; 8 1 : 


©, 


— - 


# © . - ' q 4 7:0; < — 


IN WHICH 


— — 


2 * 


45 * 
i 
* 
£ Y 
* = 
© * 
A 
8 9 
* 
Ss +4 


on 
- 4 3 


6 ** 


. 


„ omey 


. 
8 


* 


RE een 


we 


”, 
* 


— 


"7-4 


ba 


LOS | 
4 
1 
4 
K 

» 
4 
2 * 4 
— % 
: * 
th * 
* 1 


* 


W CY 
* — — My s * „ -% -x . % 4 MM g 
5 : ; 1 3 - 1 1 ; 
. = 4 * 8 « ? 7 4 * ” * * 
* „ : » 4 * * 1. 8 — o 

. mM r £7 Fs 33 711 © SECS £21 

* } C 8 * 5 * * # 5 Kat 3 ©. & 35 oo 
. ; a 1 7 * 8 


25 =: ot ; 
k Et © Þ + N % 1 f 1 ? (5s £% "+ + 7 it 
- * »  » 1 4 , . FP # „ . * * - : — $ . — 44 
: : ; # 1 
7  vias? 
3 Pp. - * LM 
* a * — 
1 + # \ 15 p * * 32 4 AX 4 f > * 17 pa Sy 
* 4133 Ci KS ; {+ » a * 14 44 4A.£% 
* : 
* 3 


5 f * . * 
” 2 5 
8 6 * £0: T "5 Re : 9 7 
. *S 4 o * 4 46 1 * & 6. 3 I x ? a? 4 + * of 12 : Tow 2 71 
” * 4% C 7 F'% 
8 . £5 5; = 7 "Ne 8. 
4109 wp 4 * 3 £375 140 101 1 29 * 1 


wnE Siege de ey un 
ſubſiſting ebener the kin obe 
Great Britain and its Cololegogh 
aceount of the Stamp-Act, are ſo very much 
the ſubjects of converſation, and are bez: 
ſides, of a nature ſo extreatmly alarming as 
to render almoſt every thing which caß be 
ſaid on the affair, at teaſt entertaining, if 
not actually important, for which reaſon 1 
ſhall make but little apology for preſuming 
to trouble the public with my ſentiments od 
this occaſion, eſpecially as I can never be ſo 
dull as to want a tolerable number of bro- 
__ politicians to keep me in countenance. 
The main argument which the enemies 
* the Colonies make uſe of to juſtiſy t the 


as * * in diſpute, is that the 
B Britiſh 


4 = 
Britiſh legiſtature has an undoubted rig ght 


of eſtabliſhing whatever ordinances it may 
think proper for t the regulation of all the 


Britiſh dominions; and that it is an abſo- 


lute rebellion againſt the authority of the 
Mother Country, for any part of thoſe do- 
minions to refuſe an implicit obedience to 
fuch ordinances.---To this the Americans 
reply, that as they are utterly unrepreſent- 
ed in the parliament of the Mother Coun- 
try, a doctrine of this kind muſt inevitably 
rob them of the/ moſt valuable rights which 
they ought to poſſeſs, as Engliſhmen, and 


reduce them in an inſtant, from a nation of 


Free- born Subjects, to a ſet of the moſt 
miſerable ſlaves.- Such is the ſtate of the 
preſent queſtion. To diſcuſs it with can- 


dour, therefore, ſhall be the attempt of the 


following pages, in which the author flat- 

ters himſelf with a hope of manifeſting a 

laudable intention, however he may expoſe 

himſelf to cenſure, for his vanity on medd- 
ling with a debate which requires o conſi- 
derable a ſhare of abilities. 


That the Mother Country bas a power 


of impoſing what bui dens ſhe thinks proper, 
on any part of her dominions, is a poſition 
o evident, that it cannot poſſibly admit of 
2 debate. While ſhe poſſeſſes 4 Force. Can 
pable of exacting an obedience to her laws, 


ſhe muſt naturally poſſeſs a power of enatt- 


0g whatever we be moſt agreeable to her 
incli- 


ö ä ret ane I © 
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plaint. 
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inclination;---But it does not follow, be- 


cCauſe ſhe is inveſted with a power, that ſhe 
is inveſted with a right of exerciſing every 


arbitrary impulſe of her whimſey, or ca- 
price: nothing can give a right which is 
repugnant to the principles of equi and 
reaſon; and therefore, it this power, Which 
the Mother Country ſo frequently boaſts of, 


is ever exerted in oppoſition to the ſenti- 


ments of juſtice, ſhe deviates from a tender 
parent, into a tyrannical miſtreſs, and be- 
comes the moſt formidable enemy, where 
ſhe ought to have continued the moſt in- 
flexible f ©  nT. " 
© By the fundamental laws of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, it is abſolately declared, that 
no Engliſhman is to be taxed without his 
own conſent. ----Now,; if we allow the 
people of America, the rights of Engliſh- 
men, it muſt naturally follow that the 


Stamp Act, is, to the laſt degree, incquit- 
able, and that even the conſtitution of the 


Mother Country itſelf, Was flagrantly"yio- 
lated, to lay an arbitrary burden upon the 
unfortunate Colonies. I know very well, 
I ſhall be told, that though the Americans 
were not immediately repreſented in the 


Engliſh Parliament, they were, neverthe- 


leſs, repreſented virtualh, and therefore 
can have no actual foundation for cm- 
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The gentlemen, however, Who have 
kindly informed us that the Americans were 
thus virtual. rd repreſented, though they 


dwell very ſtrongly upon that argument, 
have not as yet, been ſo obliging as to 
ſhew by what method this virtual repreſen- 
tation can poſſibly exiſt. In fact, they have 
only made uſe of a word without. annex- 
ing any definitive idea to it; and becauſe 
they themſelves are ſatisfied with the force 
of fo ſenſible a plea, they imagined that it 
muſt neceſſarily carry conviction to the mind 
of every body elſe. --- Unhappily for the 
cauſe o ack extraordinary caſuiſts, there 
are people in the world. who. require ſome- 
thing more than mere aſſertion, when they 
diſcourſe upon matters of importance; there 
are numbers who will not accept of any 
man's mere igſe dixit, where a fact ought 
to be clearly proved; and I truſt, We 
numbers are ſo great as to compoſe a very 
conſiderable majority of the whole king- 
dom. But, notwithſtanding, J entertain 
this opinion of the ſenſe. and candour of 
the public, ſtill, as I believe there are many 
who have implicitly credited this extraor- 
dinary principle of viriua/ repreſentation, it 
may be neceſſary to diſcuſs this point a; 
little, to try how far! it can be laura with. 
pro riety. EN, 

The only [ks of a cron to ſupport 
this pretty pokitigng is, that the Britiſh 
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Hah 


Mai is the virtual repreſentative of, 
all the Britiſh, empire. —-If this be the caſe; 
now, it muſt always. have been the caſe ; 
and the Mother. Country had as good A, 
right to claim it from the firſt hour it poſ- 
(efled a ſingle foot of ultra marine e 
as to date her pretenſions entirely from the 
neyer- to- be forgotten period of Mr. Gren- 
ville's adminiſtration. -»- But why in the, 
name of Common Senſe, if the Mother, 
Country judged herſelf the wirtual. repre- 
ſentative of all her various dependencies,. 
did the not exert her virtual repreſentation, 
a little. earlier ? Why did ſhe grant a pro-, 
vincial legiſlature to her Colonies, and from, 
the time of their firſt exiſtence, inveſt this, 
| legiſlature with the fole power of — 4 
taxation 2 If ſhe meant to grant them a, 
legiſlative power, and yet intended to render , 
this legiſlative power of no conſequence, tis 
the Mother Country herſelf; .who has been 
the occaſion of, all the. diſturbances which; 
have lately happened, and tis the poor Ame 
ricans, in fact, who have the only cauſe. 
exclamation, notwithſtanding the number 
leſs invectives which have been fo unres 
mittingly poured upon them by the igno-, 
a or the unggreſied weiters of this Fin, 
Os... .. 
For the e of the Mother. chains, 
| however, I cannot ſuppoſe that ſhe once; 
Meant to play ſo ridiculous a farce, as ton 


giv ve 
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gi ive her Colonies the ſhadow of a le giſlative 
power, without intending that they ſhould 
poſſeſs the ſubſtance too. A ſuppoſition 
of that kind, would be an equal impeach- 
ment both of her juſtice and her humanity; 
it would be an argument that ſne abſolutely 
defigned to lead the Colonies into an error, 
for the cruel ſatisfaction of condemning, 
the moment they unhappily fell into any 
 miſtake.---It would, in ſhort, be an infe- 
rence, that, for the mere ſake of diſtreſſing 
them, ſhe was willing to involve herſelf in 
the greateſt difficulties, and fo ſhe could ſa- 
crifice. their happineſs, ſhe was reſolved to 
manifeſt no conſideration whatever for her 
OWNn.. . 
But fo far was this from being the caſe, 
that we need only recur to the mode of 
government invariably preſerved in the Co- 
lonies, from the time of their firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment, to the time of paſſing the Stamp 
_ into a law. During that whole pe- 
the Mother Country, ſo far from 
eng about the virtual repreſentation 
of her Colonies in the Britiſh Parliament, 
continually applied to the aſſemblies of the 
various provinces, whenever ſhe wanted 
their aſſiſtance ; and, agreeable to the le- 
giſlative capacity with which ſhe herſelf 
had inveſted theſe aſſemblies, ſhe permitted, 
them, in the moſt public and unlimitted 


manner, to debate upon the propriety: of 
her 


+ 4-4 


her requeſt.. If ſhe thought this condudh 
neceſſary for ſo very 1 a ſpace, whence - 
comes it that ſhe, now thinks herſelf enti- 
tled to a diſcretionary right of loading them 
with whatever burdens ſhe thinks proper? 
The Colonies have full as juſt a claim to 
the conſtitutional rights of Engliſhmen now, 
as they could poſſibly ſhew at their original 
eſtabliſhment; and the Mother Country is | 
as much bound by the principles of equity 
at the preſent moment, as when ſhe firſt ſo- 
licited adventurers to people thoſe Colonies, 
and granted particular privileges to all-who 
had courage enough to make an emigration 
from their native country. ,, Certainly every 
miniſter, before Mr. Grenville, muſt have 
been inconceivably ignorant of the Mother 
Country's rights, to allow the Americans 
a provincial legiſlation for ſuch, a number 
of years, if they were virtually repreſented 
in the Britiſh Parliament : or Mr. Grenville 
muſt inevitably poſſeſs a greater; ſhare. of 
genius than any of his predeceſſors, 
make ſo important and unexpected a diſco- 
very. Vet, before Mr. Grenville's time, 
there have been both very daring, and very 
wiſe ſtateſmen; at the helm of government. 
There has been a WaLeoLE, with a hound- 
leſs ambition; and there has been a, PI, 
with an aſtoniſhing ability; yet the fieſt 
never preſumed to ſay, that a member re- 
turned for the n of Middleſex, was 
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the legal repreſentative of a man reſiding 
in New York.---Nor did it ever once enter 
into the imagination of the laſt, even in 
the moſt preſſing exigencies of the late wary 
that the people of Great-Britain could lay 
4 taxation on the Americans, whenever 
they were difinclined to bear any ſhare of 
the national burdens themſelves:  Let' us 
only conſider to what a ſtate the whole 
6ontinent of America muſt be reduced; 
where ſuch a doctrine is admitted to be ei- 
ther reaſonable or juſt. If the Mother 
Country has a right, in any one inſtance, 
to impoſe an arbitrary law, ſhe has a right 
to be deſpotic in every inſtance; and with 


the ſame propriety that ſhe inequitably 
forces the Colonies to bear the minuteſt 


part of her burdens, ſhe may oblige them 


to groan” under the weight of the whole. 
If, therefore, the violation which ſhe has 
committed on the principles of the Britiſh 
conſtitutions in the impoſition of the Stamp 
Act, be filettly ſubmitted to, ſhe may, 
to-morrow or next day; lay another duty 

on the miſerable Americans, and go on in 
the ſame road to exonerate herſelf, till ſhe 


I has reduced them to the loweſt ſtate of 


wretchedneſs, and driven them to ſeek an 


_ habitation with the more merciful ſavages 


of the interior wilds, whom a caſual ſpark 
of nature has frequently opened into hu- 


thy 


L 9: 4} 
thy for the cries of diſtreſs.---It is on this 
account, that the Colonies think themſelves. 
obliged to ſtand up in defence of their con- 
ſtitutional rights as Britons, and in ſupport 
of their natural privileges as men. The 
preſent law, ſevere as it may be in its for- 
mation, is ſtill infinitely more dangerous, 
when ſet up as a precedent, than when we 
conſider it merely as a tax; and, injurious 
as it may be in itſelf to the people of Ame- 
rica, the manner of enacting it, is what 
principally fills them with apprehenſion : 
| the generality of mankind, highly as they 
parade about juſtice and benevolence, are 
nevertheleſs entirely guided by the dictates 
of intereſt, and there are but few of us, if 
a burden is to be borne, but what would 
rather throw it wholly upon the ſhoulders 
of our neighbours, than generouſly offer tg 
take any part of it upon our ownj---=The. 
{ame principle operates as forcibly in the 
conduct of communities and kingdoms, as 
it works in the humbler occurrences of N 
private men. It is reaſonable enough,. 
therefore, to ſuppoſe, if the Mother Coun- 
try is once allowed a right of taxing the 
Americans, without their conſent, that the 
firſt act of oppreſſion, will by no means be 
the laſt: when ſhe has found the advan- 
tages of one injuſtice, ſhe will be eaſily | 
FF tempted'to a fecond; and, in the long run, 
— the. unfortunate Colonies, however they may 
3 — C *' © - 
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value themſelves upon their public free= 


dom, or rejoice in their perſonal property, 


will be found without any freedom or pro- 
perty at all.---A man, indeed, may riſe in 
the morning, and ſappoſe himſelf worth 


twenty thouſand pounds, but in the after- 


noon, it is probable an expreſs will arrive, 
informing him, that about a month before, 


an act of parliament was ome in England, 


which. ſequeſtered one half, or, perhaps, 
the whole of his fortune.---In ſuch # ſitu- 


ation, what is he to do?---Perhaps, an hour 
before the receipt of this melancholy in- 
telligence, he was fixing à provifion for 


the happineſs of his children---devifing a 
plan for the advancement of his relations--- 


or conſidering in what manner he could be 


ſerviceable to his friends. In a fingle mo- 
ment, all the flattering hopes which blofſom'd 
ſo engagingly on his imagination, are entirely 


blaſted; and, ſo far from being able to ad- 


miniſter to the neceſſities of others, he 
wants the tender band of benevolence to 
mitigate his own. But where is he to ſeek 
for relief, when the moſt wealthy are ſunk 


beneath the griping hand of penury; and 


the moſt munificent are pining in all the 
bitterneſs of want IA picture of this na- 


tute, harrows up the boſom of ſenſibility, and 
the eye of compaſſion is incapable of. view- 


ing it for tears. Yet who will ſay, that I 


have exceeded the bounds of probability in 


the 


_ 
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the ** The ſame arbitrary miniſter, 
as I have repeatedly inſiſted, ho ſeizes tie 
minuteſt part of my property, without my 
conſent, will ſcarcely: heſitate, when his ra- 
pacity is tempted with a conſiderable bait; _ 

and if I lie at the mercy of a man, who - 
has robbed me of ai; fingle ſhilling, I haue 
but too much  occaſion- to tremble for: ag 
a of my Ke of 2846 3 

„Bugs to give the 1 * 8 re- 


. ee the fulleſt cope of their argu- 


the caſe to be 


ments Let us even ſuppaſe 


as they ſtate it theinſelves,” and tliat the 
Americans are virtually. repreſented! in the 


Britiſn parliament yet, notwithſtanding 
this virtual repreſentation; - if they had a 


petition to lay, before that auguſt aſſembly 
to-morrow, to which. of the members muſt 


they apply to get it carried into the houſe? 


--- Was a deputation to wait even upon Mr. 
Grenville himſelf, and, to ſay, Sit, we 
„% are. à committee af New Fork Mer- 
«« chants, who are deſited by the reſt of our 
„ Brother Freemen in that province, to re- 
« quaſt that een will lay this petition before 
« the hou Would it not be, at leaſt, 
ten to one; — what that g gentleman _— 
turn about, with an equal — of indign 
tion and ſurprize, and Irell them, that ha bs 
never at New Vork in all his days, and was 
repreſentative, at that time, for no plaee but 
as * of 5K Vet 2 if 
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the Americans were virtual repreſented, 
he himſelf muſt be one of their virtual re- 
preſentatives, and muſt be highly deficient | 
An his duty, if he refuſed an immediate 
compliance with ſo reaſonable a ſollicita- 
tion. But ſee how principles fluctuate with 
times. Not withſtanding the Colonies have 
this winter found a great number of vi- 


tual repreſentatives, yet when the Stamp 
Bill was in agitation, - not a ſingle foul 
would preſent a petition from the poor 
Americans; though ſeveral of the pro- 


vinces, in the humbleſt terms, \ begged 


leave to ſet forth both the iniquity and the 
impracticability of ever carrying ſuch a law 
into execution.---So-far from being attend- 


ed to by the miniſter, their agents were diſ- 


miſſed with all the little- minded inſolence 
of office, and they underwent the double 
mortification of ſeeing their remonſtrances 
utterly diſregarded, and their  a#zal repre- 
ſentatiyes treated with the moſt inſuperable 
contempt.- Indeed, the creatures of the 
miniſter, to palliate ſo unpardonable a con- 
duct, endeavoured every where to inſtnuate, 
that the American petitions were drawn 
up with a moſt culpable indecency, both 


of language and ſentiment, and uſed every 


artifice to have it generally believed, that 
they were rejected entirely upon that ac- 
count. But is it to be ſuppoſed that any 
{ct of men endued with a dawn of com- 

850 | l | mon 
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mon underſtanding, could ſo far forget 
every principle both of decency and ſenſe, 
as to inſult ſo augnſt a body as the Houſe 
of Commons; and this at the very moment 
that they were ſolliciting a favour at its 
_ -hands.---Much leſs can it be ſappoſed, that 
the principal perſons of our colonies, who 
are in general gentlemen of the moſt liberal 
educations, and not more remarkable for 
their good ſenſe than eminent for their po- 
liteneſs, ſhould be deficient in a proper re- 
ſpect for that illuſtrious aſſembly. For my 
oven part, if I may preſume either to have 
any eredit with the reader, or to know any 
thing about decency, I have ſeen ſome of 
theſe petitions, in particular that of New 
Vork, and will take upon me to ſay, it was 
as ſenſible, and at the ſame time as reſpe&- 
ful a compoſition, as I ever remember to 
have ſeen drawn up for parliament. 
_- There is, however, little occafion to en- 
ter into any defence of the American peti- 
tions, becauſe it is too likely that, had 
there been an exceptionable ſyllable con- 
tained in any one of them, the enemies of 
the Colonies would have uſed it as an ar- 
gument in their disfavour ; and a very ſtrong 
one it would have been conſideted, I dare 
ſay, by the whole kingdom. It would 
have furniſhed an extenſive field to expa- 
tiate on the inſolence and diſaffection of the 
Americans, and ſupported, in ſome degree, 
ee 1 the 
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viſter was at that time taking to render 


„ 
the neceſſity of £ meaſures which thelmi- 


their aſſemblies a meeting of ſo many | 


cypbers, and themſelves ſo many provinces 


of flaves.---But as this uſe was not made 
of their petitions, we may naturally ſap- 


poſe that they were all drawn up with a cir- 
amr 767 which prevented the moſt diſ- 


t poſſibility. of finding fault. 
Men this little anecdote 3 to the 


American petitions is mentioned, with what 
degree of juſtice can it be ſaid, that the 


Colonies are virtually, repreſented in the 


Fritiſt parliament Jo have this virtual re- 
reſentation, their petitions, ſhould, - upon 
Wl occaſions, be received, and their cm 
plaints ſhould be as readily heard as the 
complaints of their other-fellow-ſubjects;-=- 
But if there is nobody to whom they, have 
an immediate right of application, if there 
78 nobody who i is particularly —— to re- 
preſent their grievances before the great 
council of their Mother Country; and if 
they themſelves gre not to be heard when 
there is nodody elſe to ſpeak for them, muſt 


jt not be the groſſeſt contradiction in terms 


10 talk of a virtual. repreſentation feln 
fact, this doctripe is perfectly of a piecs 
ith the proceedings of the late miniſter . 
13 violated every principle of common juſ- 
he vol: when he firſt paſſed the law, and pow 
violates every principle, of common un- 
„ een | 


3 3 14 1 
derſtanding to ſupport the teditude of his 
behaviour. «2 
Ihe advocates for the Seats AR; e 
ever they are cloſely puſhed on the ſubjeck 
of virtual reppeferncien,” run conſtantly to 

a 2 deſpicable ſabterfuge, where they idly 

imagine there is no poſſibility of faftaining 
any violent attack. In the firſt place, they 
tell. us that, notwithſtanding the mighty 
complaints of the Americans about the 
want of repreſentation, they are mech 
repreſented in the Britiſh parliamer 
either Birmingham, Mancheſter, Leeds * 
Sheffield; who, nevertheleſs, never mut 
mur at Wanting immediate members, but 
dutifully ſubmit themſelves to the deter- 
minations of the Btitiſh legiſlature, flom a 
proper and reſpectful confidence; in an Warm 
dom and juſtice. 

The gentlemen who readily in this ER 
ner do not, however, reflect, though Bir- 
mingham, Mancheſter, Leeds, and Shef- 
field, have no immediate voices, as corpo- 
rations, to return. members ſolely for then 
ſelves, that yet they have a voice in the ge. 
neral fepreſentatton of their reſpectior 
counties; and have a right to inſtruct, and 
call upon their feveral knights, to lay their 
grivances before the parliament; this is ſo 
evident a circumſtance, that there is no ne- 
ceflity of enforcing it: and I believe, char 
was * one of the knights who repreſent 

| theſe 
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theſe places to refuſe a compliance with the 
duties of his office, they would of them 
ſelves be conſiderable enough to prevent his 


ever being re- elected on a future vacancy. 


But let the virtual repreſentatives of Ame- 
rica refuſe never ſo often to lay the petitions | 
of the Colonies before the auguſt council of 


the Mother Country ; and let them violate 
the conſtitution of the Provinces never fo 
much, the poor Americans have no voice 


at a general election to oppoſe their return. 


into parliament.---Of conſequence, there- 


fore, as the inhabitants of Birmingham 

and the other towns have voices to chooſe 
the man who is worthy of their confidence; 
and voices to oppoſe the perſon who is not, it 
muſt be ignorance itſelf to ſuppoſe a ſimila- 


rity of circumſtances between them and the 
miſerable Colonies, who are ſo unhappily 


deſtitute of both. 


But even. admitting that Birmingham 
and the other towns were actually without 


repreſentatives, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 
expreſſion, would that be a proper argu- 
ment for taxing. the Colonies without their 


own conſent ? Would it be a neceſſary con- 


ſequence, becauſe part of the Britiſh: ſub- 
jects were unfortunate enough to be in a 
Rate of ſlavery, that a yoke ſhould be laid 


on the necks of the Americans? On the 


contrary, inſtead of making the miſeries of 


the wretched a plea for plunging the happy, 
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in diſtreſs, common humanity. ſhould teach 


a good miniſter to, allow. the former every, 
advantage which was poſſeſſed by the lat- 
ter; eſpecially, too, where the exerciſe of 


ſuch a benevolence. could not, in the nature 


of things, but be highly beneficial to his 


country. 


Having thus, as I hope, refuted one part 


of the ſubterfuge which the enemies of 


America make ule of to prejudice the minds 
of the public; I now come to the other, 
which is ſo very contemptible as ſcarce to 
deſerve a notice, was it not, upon this OC- 

caſion, much better to be even tediouſly 
circumſtantial, than to ſuffer the poſſibility 
of any worthy individual's labouring under 
a miſtake. It has been urged as an excuſe 
for denying the American petitions a hear- 


ing in an auguſt aſſembly, that no petitions. 


were ever ſuffered to be read, which were 
known to be againſt the paſſing of a Maney. 
Bill.---I am almoſt aſhamed to tell a reader, 


of the leaſt intelligence, that this polition 
is notoriouſly falſe: I am almoſt afraid he 
will think it an inſult to his underſtanding, 


if I ſhould obſerve, that ſuch a poſition 
would deſtroy the very eſſence of parlia- 
ments.--- However, to filence it at once, I 
ſhall only remark, that when the late Cy- 


der Bill was in agitation, the City of Lon- 


don, and ſeveral other Corporations, peti- 


tioned againlt 1 its being paſſed into a law. 


Their 
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Their petitions were received with the 
greateſt complacency, though they were 
not attended with ſucceſs ; and their right 
of petitioning was never once queſtioned, 
though the illuſtrious afſemblies to whom 


they applied did not judge it then expe- 


dient to comply with their requeſts. 
From what has been advanced in the 
ſoregoing pages, relative to the doctrine of 
virtual repreſentation ; and from what has 
been juſt now obſerved concerning the ſimi- 
lar ſituations of Birmingham and the Co- 
lonies in this reſpect; Jam induced to ima- 
gine, that every ſenſible enquirer will al- 
Jow, that the American Stamp is a 
very dangerous ſtretch of power, and has 
abſolutely ſtripped at leaſt three millions of 
our fellow ſubjects of every benefit which, 
as Engliſhmen, they were entitled to from 
the Britiſh copſtitution.---What the Ame- 
ricans have done to deſerve ſo cruel a treat- 


ment, I cannot by any means find out. 
Indeed, had they aimed to throw off their 


allegiance to the Mother Country ; or had 
they, in the day of neceſſity, ſhewn the 
leaſt tardineſs to exert themſelves in our 


intereſt, ſome excuſe might poſſibly be 


found for taking away their rights, and lay- 


ing them entirely at the mercy of this king- 


dom. But when, ſo far from aiming at 
an. unproper independence, they quietly 
ſubmitted 


323 
ſubmitted to reſtrictions on their dm 
merce which plunged them into inſuperable 
difficulties; and when, ſo far from {tanding 
aloof in the day of neceſlity, they even 
greatly exceeded their abilities to aſſiſt us 
againſt the common enemy, it muſt be 
confeſſed that the time for making this 
ſtretch of power was as injudicious, as the 
ſtretch itſelf was unjuſt ; and that, conſe= 
quently, the miniſter by whom it was o- 
caſloned; drew an equal impeachment upon 
his humanity and his underſtanding. | 
The tools of the miniſter; tis true, have 
advanced a number of aſſertions in diametri- 
cal oppoſition to this character of the Ame 
ricans, and have ſpared no pains to eſtabliſh 
an opinion, that, unleſs we proceeded to 
extremities with them; and took away their 
provincial legiſlation at once, there wag no 
ſecurity for their obedience to the Mother 
Cont « The Colonies (ſay theſe con- 
e ſcientious caſuiſts) are now extremely po- 
«* pulons, and extremely rich; they are 
« every day riſing in numbers, and in 
c wealth; and muſt, the nature of 
« things, aſpire at a ws independence, 
* unleſs we are before-hand with them, 
and wiſely take the power out of their 
hands.“ This language is very extraor- 
dinary, yet it is very common, and may be 
heard in every coffee-houſe within the 
N Bills, from the lips of the- ignorant 
7” - 
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„ 
or the intereſted.---But will any man of 
ſenſe, after the incredible profuſion of blood 
and treaſure which we have been at to 
eſtabliſh the Colonies, take upon him to 
fay, that their proſperity can poſſibly be 


- dangerous to the Mother Country ? Have 


we been labouring to make them numerous 
and opulent by every means in our power, 


and ſhall it now be ſaid that their number 


and opulence are circumſtances of a moſt 
alarming nature to this kingdom ? For 
my own part, if we were not remarkable 
for a glorious inconſiſtency of conduct, I 
mould wonder how ſentiments of fo ri- 
diculous a caſt, could ever be ferioufly 


propagated among us.---Sentiments fo. in- 


conceivably prepoſterous, that even Stu- 
pidity itſelf can ſcarcely juſtify an attention 
to them ; fince a man muſt be in an abſo- 


ute ſtate of lunacy, upon whom they can 


have the minuteſt effect. 
The Colonies are, indeed, every day in 


creaſing in their numbers, and, till the le 


injudicious reſtrictions upon their com- 


merce, were every day rifing in their proſ- 


perity too; their number is now, at a mo- 
derate calculation, ſuppoſed to be three mil- 
lions of whites, and every five and twenty 
years, they are reckoned to double their 
population; - yet, inſtead of three million, 


Was their number fifty, the Mother Country 
would have but little to dread on that ac- 


45 = ; | | count. 
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count. As long as we prevent them from 
building ſhips, and levying forces; as long 
as we take care that they have neither a ma- 
rine, nor a ſtanding army; ſo long their 
numbers muſt add to our ſtrength, we 6 | 
promoting their independence; and a ſingle 
ſquadron from the Mother Country, will 
at any time be able to tumble all their cities 
about their ears, without the loſs of ſo much 
as a twenty gun frigate to herſelf. An un- 
diſciplin'd multitude, let that multitude be 
never ſo great, without arms, without ſhips, 
and without fortifications, is but a very im- 
potent enemy: numbers are of ſeruice only 
where they know how to be formidable, 
but can never appear of any conſequence, 
where they have neither the Da 
being ſo, nor the means. 

Hut let us even admit the ability of the 
Americans to ſhake off their dependance 
on the Mother country, can we, from the 
general tenor of their conduct, by any means 
ſuppoſe they ſhould ever be poſſeſſed of the 
inclination, unleſs we drive them deſperate 
by proceeding to extremities? During the 
laſt war, when their own opulence, and our 


neceſſities, furniſhed them with a fairer op- 


portunity than what they are ever likely to 
enjoy again, of becoming abſolutely inde- 
pendent, what injury did we ſuſtain, from 
ſuffering them to poſſeſs the natural rights 
of . Engliſhmen? Did they not 
expoſe 
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expoſe their lives continually in our ſervice ? 
and did they not exhauſt their treaſures ſo 
much beyond the moſt ſanguine expectations 
of the Mother Country, that the Parliament 
of Great-Britain even voted a very large 
ſum to reimburſe ſo extraordinary an exer- 
tion of their munificence ! If, therefore, it 
is againſt the principles of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, to take away the provincial legiſ- 


lation of the Colonies at all; and if, when 


they poſſeſſed it, they ſo generouſly exceed- 
ed the wiſhes of Great-Britain in taxing 
themſelves, we in fact loſe the hackney'd _ 


plea of neceſſity, to palliate the tyranny of 


qur conduct, and ſtand no leſs chargeable 
with the guilt of ingratitude, than with the 
crime of injuſtice. Poſterity, ſurely, muſt 
be aſtoniſhed to find, at the very moment 
we were rewarding the Americans for ſuch 
inconteſtible proofs. of their affection, that 
we were at the ſame time taking away their 
liberties, from a doubt of their fidelity : and 
it muſt appear amazing to all future gene- 
rations to hear, that at the very inſtant we 
expreſſed the greateſt ſenſibility for their at- 
tachment, we puniſh'd them with the greateſt 
cruelty, and accompanied the ſtrongeſt te- 
monies of friendſhip with the moſt intol- 
lerable chains. 

The oppoſition made by 4 Americans 
to the execution of the Stamp Act, I am 


very well perſuaded, has given their ene- 
mies 


1 3 1 


mies no little opportunities of peiſoning the 
public mind ; and many well-meaning p | 


ple are ready enough to believe, that, * * 
the Stamp Act be never ſo inequitable, it is 
now the buſineſs of the Mother- Country 


to ſupport it, as the only means of ſecur- | 
ing her authority. This argument, how- 
ever popular, is very far from being defen- 
fible. The Colonies never diſputed the uſt 
authority of the Mother Country; they 
have only oppoſed the tyranny of an inju- | 
dicious miniſter. | In reality, if the caſe be | 
fully examined, the Mother Country has 
been as much injured on this occaſion, as 
the Colonies. Her conſtitution, which po- 
 fitively declares, that 20 Engh/hman ſhall be 
taxed, without the common conſent of Par- 
lament, has been violated, to oppreſs three 
millions of her moſt uſefal and affectionate 
children. Who knows what might have 
been preparing, had the miniſter, who thus 
daringly trampled upon that conſtitution, 
{till continued in authority. The ſame bold- 
neſs which induced him to lay an arbitrary 
tax upon the Americans, might have led him 
at Jaſt to lay an arbitrary tax upon Ire- 
land, then upon the Mother Country; and 
the people of Great - Britain, from an idle 
ſuppoſition that their honour was called in 
queſtion, where any illegal act of his was 
dif) puted, might have been — brought 
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to labour for the total deſtruction of chene : 
ſeldss. 1 

I lay i it down as a PAT) ae thats in 
paſſing the Stamp Act, the people of this 
5 had no intention whatſoever, to 
make the ſmalleſt infringment on the rights 
of their American fellow ſubjects. I take it 
for granted, that the Coloniſts were conſi- 
dered in every ſenſe of the word, as Eng- 
liſhmen, and as ſuch, having their own in- 
ternal Jegiflations, that they could not be 
taxed but by their own conſent.—-If this 
be the caſe, how can it with propriety be 
ſaid, that the Colonies have reſiſted the ju/t 
authority of the Mother Country. The 
Mother Country had no ju/? authority to 
make an arbitrary law for the taxation of 
their property. --- They have, therefore, 
only ſtood up for the legal right of Britons; 
and as I faid in another place, the natural. 


right of men. And thall we, a nation. 


* with the moſt exalted ideas of li- 
berty, be offended with our brethren and 


our children, for ſtanding up in defence of 


that freedom for which we all would die ſo 
willingly ourſelves? Shall it in Great Britain, 
be ever thought a crime to ſupport the inde- 

pendence of the Britiſh Conſtitution? God 
forbid. Every ſubject of the Engliſh 
crown, is entitled to the privileges of an 
Engliſhman, and tis the peculiar glory of 


theſe privileges, that they cannot ſuffer the 


meaneſt 


( #5 ] 

meatian individual to be aunlared-se Ang | 
therefore, of condemning the Colonies, our 
indignation ſhould fall upon the head ofithat. 
man who has ſo violently broke in upon 
their peace, and ſo arrogantly called upon 
us to maintain the infringement of our own 
_ Conftitution.---His temerity: in ſuppoſing 
that the Mother Country would become 
a dupe of his machinations, and imagine 
that her honour was connected with the 
proceedings of a miniſter whom ſhe looks 
upon with the utmoſt contempt, is the 
higheſt aggravation of his conduct, and 
calls aloud for ſome exemplary mark of 
public reſentment.In a few years, ſhould - 
it be now allowed, that Great Britain is | 
obliged, in defence of her authority, to 
ſupport every act of a weak or wicked, 
adminiſtration ; whoever is at the helm, 
may, at any time, embroil the whole Bri- 
ith empire; and if he be a penfioner of 


France, may entirely lay it in flames. He 


need only paſs ſome very injurious law, to 
occaſion a murmur in the Colonies---and 

the m _ it is complained of; by telling 
| the Mothe r Country that her authority is 
inſulted, he is ſure of carrying his point. 
The Mother. Country, from a groundleſs 
concern about her own ſupremacy, will 
inſtantly riſe up in defence of his injuſtice, 


and cory Laughter and deſolation among 
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her miſerable offspring, when ſhe onght to 
puniĩſh their mercileſs oppreſſor, and favour 
them with an immediate redreſs. _ 

It muſt be granted, indeed, that in the 
oppoſition which the Americans have made 
to the Stamp Act, ſome tumults aroſe which 


our candour. may extenuate, though our 
juſtice cannot appear with any great re- 


putation in their defence.---Licentiouſneſs, 


in caſes of much importance, will always 


be found in a free conſtitution.---The Mo- 


ther Country herſelf, has had her mobs--- 


and no later than laſt winter, a whole army 
of the populace, in a manner, beſieged 
both the auguſt Houſes of Parliament.--- 
As therefore, we on this ſide of the Atlan- 
tic, have been frequently ſubject to popular 


inſutrections, we cannot be ſurprized at 


hearing of the ſame inſurrections in the Co- 
lonies; more particular too, when we con- 
Hider, that from nature and education, 


they are, if poſſible, more ſtrenuous lovers 


of liberty than ourſelves.---Their anceſtors, 
for the moſt part, were people who under- 
went a voluntary baniſhment from their 
native countries, on civil and religious ac- 
counts. --- Theſe anceſtors have handed 


down their principles to poſterity, in con- 


ſequence of which, nine tenths, at leaſt, 
of the whole Continent, are Whigs in 
the moſt expreſſive ſenſe, and impatient of 
courſe, where they 1 imagine k freedom 


ry * 1 8 
IS, W— ſtake,---Add. $0, all this, that the 
Stamp Act was paſſed at a time. when the? 
reſtrictions on the North Ametican trade 
had univerſally ſoured the diſpofitions .of 
the people: ſmarting under, the ſeverity of a 
commercial prohibition, the: moſt, pl 1-4 
tional tax would have been thought a hard 
ſhip, and it might, perhaps, have been a 
general murmur, that we were unremit-⸗ 
tingly ſtudious to encreaſe their burdens. in 
feen as we contracted their means. 
As in the courſe of the foregoing argu- 
ments, I have ſhewn that the people of 
America are not virtually repreſented i in the : 
Britiſh Parliament; and made it pretty 
clear, that as Engliſhmen, they ought nat 
to be intervally taxed, but by their own 
conſent.” It may, poffibly, — demanded, 
where I am willing to ſtrike a line, and 
what degree of executive authority I am 
willing to allow. the Mother Country oyer 
her Colonies? If we go back to the ori- 
ginal end of colonization, we ſhall find that 
the ſole defign of eſtabliſhing Colonies in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, was to extend the 
commerce of the Britiſh nation, as wide as 
offible, and not by any means, an intention 
either to diſcharge the ſubject from his al- 
legiance, or to {trip him of his natural pri- 
vileges as an Engliſhman. Of courſe, the 
power of the ſovereign ſhould be the ſame 
in the Colonies, : as in che Mother e 
and 
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and the Mother Country, — as the great pas 
rent of all, thoutd- poſſeſs an "indiſputable 

of making ſuch commercial laws as 

* be Judged neceſſary for the common 

: ſhe ſhould alſo be inveſted with a 

rer of reſtraining avy meaſures 

which would: be prejudicial to her own in- 
tereſt; and in every caſe, the ballance of 

einstument ſhould be in her favour, as the 

grand ſource from which the Colonies drew 


their exiſtence and proſperity. . 
But in all caſes where the Americans are 


either to be aſſeſſed in their properties, or 


intereſted in their lives, they have an unal- 
terable claim, as Engliſhmen, to raiſe their 


' own. taxes, and to make laws for them- 
ſelves. Tis for this purpoſe we have grant- 
ed them a provincial legiſlation. Tis from 
a conviction of their being juſtly entitled to 
this legiſlation, that whenever we have 
wanted their” aſſiſtance, we have regularly 
ſent orders to our reſpective governors to 
apply, in a conſtitutional manner, to their 
aſſemblies; and called upon them as freemen 
for their portion of the public ſupplies.--- 
That we had no reaſon to complain of this 
conduct, I have more than once obſerved, in 
the courſe of this diſcuſſion.— So far from 
being tardy to furnifh their quota, when 
applied to, they have exceeded their ability, 
and tis not many ſeſſions ſince the Parlia- 


ment of the Mother ä itſelf, with a 


libe- | 
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ee power, which has any,; varguah, 
authority, and this is the Houſe of. Com. 
mons. When a money bill is ſent up, the 
Commons, we know, are ſo juſtly tenacious 
of their privileges, that they will not allow _ 
the alteration of a tittle. Of courſe, there- 5 . 
fore, though the Stamp Act has paſſed the 5 5 
three regular eſtates of Parliament, it is 
but the virtual dee of ones What I would 
deduce from this remark is, that if the 
word virtual repreſentation be at all ad- 
mitted, the word virtual authority muſt alſo _ 
be allowed; and in every taxation, the: 
Americans, inſtead of having a LM 
lords, or a ſovereign, muſt be at the im- I 
mediate mercy of the Eng glich commonalty, 525 
whoſe particular intereſt it is to exonerate 
themſelves, by throwing every poſſible bad 
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, who are gually repreſented ; and 
here the people who have not a + 
of powers are. to be <qually ſubject wit : 
thoſe W © poder n ws 8 
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I have now delivered my Kentiwentz on, 
this important ſubjeck. Shbuld' they hap-" 
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